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Byron Union School District
Grade 5 Persuasive Writing Rubric                                   Name___________________________________ Room ___________


	
	Holistic Scoring
	4= Advanced
	3= Proficient
	2= Basic
	1= Below Basic
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	                        Writing Application
	Ideas and Content
	Presents a compelling and original proposal

	States a clear position in support of a proposal.
WS 1.0, 1.2; WA 2.0, 2.4;
	Proposal may be unclear or

Underdeveloped.
	Proposal is absent
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	Evidence to Support Proposal
	Convincingly supports the proposal with research-based evidence and compelling prior knowledge. Skillfully uses a variety of persuasive techniques

appropriate to audience.

	Effectively supports the proposal with evidence and relevant prior knowledge.
Effectively uses persuasive techniques (e.g., testimonials, generalities, statistics) appropriate to audience and purpose RC 2.3, 2.4, 2.5; WS 2.0, 2.4; 1.0, 1.2;
	Supports the proposal with limited evidence and prior knowledge. Persuasive techniques are limited and/or overly reliant on unsubstantiated opinion.
	Supports the proposal with irrelevant information. Persuasive techniques are absent
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	Addressing Reader Concerns
	Use of evidence is skillfully responsive to the specific concerns of readers.

	Use of evidence is responsive to the specific concerns of readers

RC 2.0, 2.3; WS 1.0, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4,

1.6; WA 2.4;
	Use of evidence is vague and/or somewhat responsive to the

specific concerns of reader.

	Reader concerns are not addressed.
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	                                                              Writing Strategies
	Organization
	Structure is skillfully developed and appropriate to purpose,

audience and genre.
	Structure is effectively developed and appropriate to purpose, audience and genre.
WS 1.0, 1.2; WA 2.0, 2.4;
	 Structure is underdeveloped and/or formulaic.

	Structure is random
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	Voice
	Writer’s voice adds interest to the message. Point of view (e.g.,

writer’s stance) is evident and skillfully articulated.
	Writer’s voice is appropriate to the audience and purpose. Point of view (e.g., writer’s stance) is evident WS 1.0; WA 2.0, 2.1;
	Writer’s voice is mechanical and/or repetitive (e.g., series of

facts/ideas)• Point of view (e.g.,

writer’s stance) is confusing.
	No sense of voice, purpose and/or audience. Point of view (e.g., writer’s stance) is absent.
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	Word and Language Choice
	 Words/phrases convey precise meaning appropriate to purpose,

audience and genre• Various figurative language devices are

used to show, not tell.
	Words/phrases convey meaning appropriate to purpose, audience and genre. Descriptions are used to show, not tell

WS 1.0, 1.5, 1.6; WA 2.0, 2.1.b;
	Words/phrases are vague or repetitive.• Descriptions are

sometimes used to show, not tell
	Limited use of vocabulary /phrasing• Descriptions are

simplistic or absent
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	Sentence Fluency
	Purposeful and innovative sentence structure to enhance intended effect. • Transitional
expressions skillfully connect ideas within and between sentences and paragraphs.

	Uses purposeful and varied sentence structures to convey intended meaning. Transitional expressions effectively connect ideas within and between

sentences and paragraphs

WS 1.0, 1.2.b; LC 1.0, 1.1;
	Sentence structures convey meaning but are mechanical /repetitive. Limited/repetitive use of transitional expressions.
	Sentences are incomplete, rambling and/or awkward. Lacks transitional expressions.
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	Conventions
	Shows creativity and flexibility when using conventions to enhance meaning.
	Uses grade level appropriate conventions; errors are minor and do not obscure meaning. WS 1.0, 1.6; LC 1.0, 1.1, 1.2, 1.3,

1.4, 1.5;
	Uses grade level appropriate conventions; errors occasionally obscure meaning.
	Limited understanding of grade level appropriate conventions.



  Final Score _____

