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Byron Union School District
Grade 4 Expository Writing Rubric                                   Name__________________________________ Room ___________


	
	Holistic Scoring
	4= Advanced
	3= Proficient
	2= Basic
	1= Below Basic
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	                        Writing Application
	Ideas and Content
	Completely synthesizes the central idea(s) of the text. Effectively demonstrates literal, inferential and applied understandings of text.

	Adequately synthesizes the central idea(s) of the text. Effectively demonstrates literal, inferential and applied understandings as appropriate to the text and task.
WS 1.0; WA 2.0, 2.2;
	Synthesis of the central idea(s) requires some revision. Demonstrates an overreliance

on literal understandings of text

	No evidence of synthesis. Demonstrates a weak or incomplete understanding of text


	
	
	          High        Med         Low
	          High        Med         Low
	          High        Med         Low
	          High        Med         Low

	
	Analysis
	Analysis demonstrates an insightful consideration of text.
Analysis includes the strategic evaluation of new and known

information and ideas.

	Analysis demonstrates a thoughtful consideration of text (e.g., cause and effect, fact and opinion, text features) .Analysis includes the evaluation of new and known information and

Ideas RC 2.0, 2.4, 2.6; LR 3.0, 3.1, 3.2,3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7;
	Analysis demonstrates a limited or literal understanding of text.
Analysis includes limited evaluation of new and known

information and ideas.
	Little or no analysis of text.


	
	
	          High        Med         Low
	          High        Med         Low
	          High        Med         Low
	          High        Med         Low

	
	Interpretation
	Demonstrates an insightful interpretation of the text.

	Demonstrates an appropriate interpretation of the text including text features such as maps, graphs, timelines, tables, and diagrams. RC 2.0, 2.2, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6; WS 1.0,1.1, 1.2, 1.3; LS 2.0;
	Interpretation of text/text features is weak or loosely connected to the analysis.

	• Interpretation is absent

or unsupported.
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	Support
	Skillfully supports interpretation with significant and convincing textual evidence and prior knowledge.
	Supports interpretation with relevant textual evidence and prior knowledge.
RC 2.0, 2.3, 2.4; LR 3.0, 3.1, 3.2,

3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7;
	Supports interpretation with limited and/or questionable textual evidence and prior

Knowledge.
	Little or no evidence is offered
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	Organization
	Structure effectively conveys meaning to the reader. Completely provides appropriate information about the text for the reader.
	Structure is effective to the purpose and genre and clear to the audience. Provides appropriate information about the text for the reader (e.g.,

summary, title, author)

WS 1.0; WA 2.0, 2.2;
	Structure may cause confusion..
Provides limited information about the text for the reader.
	Structure is random or

Absent Provides no information about the text for the reader.
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	Voice
	Writer’s voice adds interest to the message. 

	Writer’s voice is appropriate to the audience and purpose.

	Writer’s voice is inconsistent and/or repetitive (e.g., series of

facts/ideas). 

	No sense of voice, purpose and/or audience. 
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	Word and Language Choice
	Words/phrases convey precise meaning appropriate to purpose,

audience and genre.
	Words/phrases convey meaning appropriate to purpose, audience and genre.
WS 2.0, 2.1.c; WA 1.0, 1.7, 1.10
	Words/phrases are

vague or repetitive
	Limited use of vocabulary/phrasing
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	Sentence Fluency
	Uses purposeful and varied sentence structures to enhance intended meaning/effect.
Transitions skillfully connect ideas within and between sentences and paragraphs
	Uses purposeful and varied sentence structures to convey intended meaning. Transitions effectively connect ideas within and between sentences and

Paragraphs WS 1.0, 1.1, 1.2, 1.3; WA 2.0, 2.3;
	Sentence structures convey meaning but are mechanical/repetitive. Limited /repetitive use of transitional

Expressions.
	Sentences are incomplete, rambling and/or awkward. Lacks transitional expressions.
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	Conventions
	Shows mastery of grade level conventions and attempts to incorporate above grade level conventions.
	• Uses grade level

appropriate conventions;

errors are minor. -
	• Does not always use grade level appropriate conventions.
	There are many errors in grade level appropriate conventions.


  Final Score _____

